
Chapters  9 & 10 
pages 107-134 

 
Materials 
• Chapter Grid 
• Character Development GO 
• Dangers & Obstacles Sheet 
• Map NY & NJ 
• Novel Ties Support 
     p19 Vocabulary  
     p20 Questions for Discussion 
     p20 Simile 
     p21 Writing Activity #1—Point of View 
• Story Map 
• Reading Journals 
• The Woods Sheet 
• Words of Advice Sheet 

Focus Areas 
 

• Cause and Effect 
• Character Development 
• Point of View 
• Setting 
• Visualization 

 
Purpose for Reading 

 
• How does the setting of the woods affect Ellen? 
 

Independent Activities 
 

• NT p19 Vocabulary  
• Read chapters 9 & 10 
• NT p20 Literary Devices II. Simile    
• Reread pages 110-112 describing the woods Ellen 

must pass through paying close attention to the 
words that the author used to describe the  

   setting.   
   Using The Woods Sheet, list 5 words/phrases   
   that helped you visualize this setting.   
   Draw your visualization of this setting. 
• NT p21 Writing Activity #1 (Point of View) 
• Also see On-Going Activities 

Social Studies Connection 
 

• How would you have answered Mrs. Mur-
dock when she said, “King George was all 
right?  He didn’t bother us none.  Why do 
we want to change things?” (p127)  How 
would you respond to Mrs. Murdock, if you 
were able to speak freely? 

• Presently, the United States is involved in 
a war.  How did the people of Colonial 
times react to the problems of war such as 
high prices for necessary items, support-
ing soldiers and leaders?  How does this 
compare to how Americans react to the 
same issues today? 

• Ellen’s mother lost a husband and her son 
has not been heard from.  Make connec-
tions between this time period and that of 
today. 

Discussion Questions 
Discussion questions are not intended to be used as written responses.   

All oral support should provide evidence from the text. 
 

• What is the forest like? 
• How does Ellen’s perception of the forest change as 

she travels through it?   
• How does Ellen change? 
• How does the choice of the setting contribute to the 

development of Ellen’s character? 
• The author specifically chose the setting of the  
   forest for Ellen, what might the forest symbolize? 
• NT p20 QfD #3 
   “What are the many ways that the once-timid Ellen is     
   not displaying courage?” 
 

On-Going Activities 
 

Continue to add to your: 
• Character development graphic organizer.  Be sure 

to record Ellen’s changes. 
• Story Map  
• Words of Advice Sheet 
• Dangers & Obstacles Sheet 
• Chapter Grid summarizing chapters 9 & 10 
• Journal, adding any new learning about the Revolu-

tionary War. 


